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HENRY ROTHMAN

Born 1910, New York City
Died 1990, New York City

Henry Rothman studied journalism at New York University, graduating in 1930, and went on to
spend two years at a design, craft and art school in Vienna. He was an art teacher before serving
as an army photographer during World War 1. After his return, he opened a frame shop on 28th
Street, which became an informal club for artists and actors, including Mel Brooks, Louise
Nevelson and Jacques Lipchitz. Rothman quietly pursued his love of street photography, taking
particular interest in decrepit and decaying buildings and billboards, and eventually turning to
collages, whose raw materials were often torn from the same posters he photographed.
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